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1. Class Summary

In his introduction to the Tanya, the Alter Rebbe expresses his reservations on authoring
such a work. He wonders, can one really author a “self-help book,” to guide his
followers in their path to serving G-d, in lieu of personal encounters and conversations.

He enumerates three challenges facing the task. 1) The shortcomings of the reader of
the book who may not grasp the written message, as he would have in a personal
session. 2) The shortcomings of the author who may be incapable of addressing every
type of person and every type of dilemma. 3) Even a book of Torah, authored with
Divine inspiration, thus containing advice for every individual, may not be able to relate
a clear and explicit perspective for every individual.

He then goes on to explain how these shortcomings don’t apply to the Tanya. “For | am
addressing people | know.” The author states that he has put into the Tanya “all the
answers for all the questions” which his disciples have discussed with him over many
years in private audiences. Thus this book can serve as a living guide for their moral and
spiritual lives.

What is more, the Tanya traces back most of our dilemmas and struggles to an inherent
dichotomy inherent in our very psyche. By dissecting the core of the problem, rather
than its manifestations, the Alter Rebbe could present a manual that encompasses “all
the answers for all the questions.” Furthermore, the Tanya posits that every Jew
contains a “fragment of G-d” within him or her, hence empowering each individual to
find their own answers to their own questions.

2. Dictionary

Yechidus — niIT'n®

A private audience with the Rebbe. The life changing moments when the Rebbe would
share personal guidance based on the individuals background and spiritual makeup. The
guidance received would serve as a mission statement to the Chossid of what
constitutes his role and task in life.

2 TheYeshiva.net
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2. Sources ninipn .2

Note: The smaller font sources are not essential to the understanding of the text, but will
give insight into the writing style the Alter Rebbe. The sources in larger font will benefit

the understanding of the text.

Proverbs
8: 4 :To you, people, I call, and my voice [is] to the
children of man.

ird2r)
7 N
DR 12 9% 7101 NN DOUPN DD0N

Isaiah

51: 1. Listen to Me, you pursuers of righteousness,
seekers of the Almighty; look at the rock whence
you were hewn and at the hole of the pit whence
you were dug.

oy
X ,N1

98] DRIRD WX OX WAT 7 WRN PIY 0DTY 9N o
.DnR3 92 NIRn

Judges
9: 7. And they told it to Yosam, and he went and

stood on the peak of Mount Gerizim, and he raised
his voice, and called; and he said to them, "Listen
to me, men of Shechem, that G-d may listen to

”

DU
T,

XN 29PN DT 77 WRaR Thyn T2n any amn
DTN D28 YW DIV "9 22X WHY D7 N

you”.
Esther aNoR
1: 5. And when these days were over, the king T,

made for all the people present in Shushan the
capital, for [everyone] both great and small, a

T2 DORIMIT DYT 227 7790 LY TIRT 0030 DRI
02 N3 N¥02 oW DY ARWR qup 7Y YiTand nad

banquet for seven days, in the court of the garden T
of the king's orchard.

Shemos »ne
18: 23. If you do this thing, and the Lord commands you, 2 ,m

you will be able to survive, and also, all these people will
come upon their place in peace."

Talmud Brachos

64a

When a man takes leave of his fellow, he should not say
to him, ‘Go in peace’. but ‘Go to peace’. For Moses, to
whom Yitro said, Go to peace, went up and prospered,;
whereas Avsalom to whom David said, Go in peace, went
away and was hung.

QY7 92 03] oy 09N DUHOR ) APYA 777 9277 DY OX
oibea 32 Sy Dy min

N 70 N1972 noon

MW DPWH 77 KPR 217w T2 17 MR DR 171°2nn woIn
Y MRW NT PRI A0y 2w TR awab 0 R
aN3Y IPT 00 Arw 199Y) L"HPnn TR0 01wl T owar?
(X310 2y nwrwn orw"
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Psalms 2o9an
133: 3. As the dew of Hermon which runs down on 3,80

for there the Lord
commanded the blessing, life forever.

the mountains of Zion,

27 12737 DY 7 MK Y 02 1% 1T Y TTY 1 03
oYy Ty

Talmud Ervin

54a

Wherever [in Scripture] the expression of netzach,
selah or va'ed is used, it never ceases.

1°217%Y noon
N T2

PR PO YR PR 7YY 700 /7132 NRIW 1PN 9D

Genesis

21: 17. And G-d heard the lad's voice, and an angel
of G-d called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her,
"What is troubling you, Hagar? Fear not, for G-d
has heard the lad's voice in the place where he is.

9,82 NWRA2

T2 T DTN TR RPN I Y Y iy vy
21p 78 DTN YRY °2 XTR 9K T 7 A2 A7 WK DMy
DY NYT TYN2 V1T

Psalms

82: 5.They did not know and they do not
understand [that] they will walk in darkness; all
the foundations of the earth will totter.

2°97n
7,30
IR VTR 92 Wi 195700 Toviya 1022 K9 W XD

Talmud Chagigah
12a

For R. Eleazar said: The light which the Holy One,
blessed be He, created on the first day, one could
see thereby from one end of the world to the

aXan noon

N,

12 7D OTR WX 012 A"2pT K1Aw MR MYOR "RT
DOPTEY M M LT AR TAY L9107 oW Ion
R7R 210 7RI 290 %3 7INTT DR D79 K771 0RIW 822 7RvH

other; ..He arose and hid it from them... And for - PI%
whom did he reserve it? For the righteous in the
time to come, for it is said: And God saw the light,
that it was good; and ‘good’ means the righteous...
Ecclesiastes nonp
11: 7. And the light is sweet, and it is good for the T LR

eyes to see the sun.

Proverbs

16: 24. Pleasant words are as a honeycomb, sweet
to the soul and therapeutic to the bones.

W Ny NiRT? 252509 250 7INT Pinp?

75,70 Youmn
DYY7 NDY PPY Piny DY RN WIT X

Talmud Berachos 58a
One who sees throngs (of 600,000) of Jews

recites: “Blessed be the knower of secrets,” for
their thought are not similar to one another,
nor are their visages similar.

N 773 NY992 Noon

Qo1 N2 MR ORI DIV NI "N
TTPOIXID PRI 0 T T QNYT PRY 2°1717
v iRaRalki

4 TheYeshiva.net




4 Tale of Two Souls

Compilers Jfortard Class 3
Talmud Berachos NI>92 noen
58b a2,m

Rav Papa and Rav Huna son of Rabbi
Yehoshua were walking and met up with Rabbi
Chanina son of Ika. They said to him “when we
saw you we made two blessings: ‘Blessed be
He who imparts his wisdom unto those who
fear him’ and the blessing of ‘Shehechiyanu.””
So he (Rav Chanina) replied “I as well (made
blessings upon seeing you two). When | saw
you | considered you like six hundred thousand
Jews, so | made the two blessings that you
made and made the blessing of ‘Knower of

rn

LIRP N VWA 277 17772 K1 271 RDD 21
PR 277 7712 R 272 772 WD LRAIKA
"NAN TPV 102772 T1MT TR 100 1NN
AITAWY PRI ANN0MN PoR WK T2

SR12Y 101°N2AWT 121NTAT 119 A1 RIX 7 NN
XN9N 12°°%Y R1°2721 HRIW 002 N2 1POWI
.0°1777 051 N2 °NN A

secrets’.
Numbers, .72 ondp

27: 18. The Lord said to Moses, "Take for
yourself Yehoshua the son of Nun, a man of
spirit, and you shall lay your hand upon him.

Sifri Numbers section 140

G-d told Moses, take Yehoshua...for he has the
spirit within him to be able to tolerate the
spirit of each and every one.

WK 10312 YWIT) NN 77 MR AW 98 T RN
1Y AT DR DY) 12 0 WK

nP NPO'D N27n2 550

T2 1P 1172 YR DR T2 1R AW OR T nRRN
W07 YOV TP P1Taw an TR np 7202w DX
BWn) 7237 PITR W] 7079 HIRY IRD XN
7310 TPA% DI 12 M WR WOR [(7 1o
JIARY TR 22 5w

Psalms

87: 1. Of the sons of Korah, a song with musical
accompaniment, whose foundation is on the
mountains of the Sanctuary.

2970
N .2

LR 09772 INTI0 W i 1R ’33‘7

Samuel 2
23:2. The spirit of G-d spoke in me, And His word
was upon my tongue.

2 DR
»
L1 by inb»y 92 937 T2

Genesis

29: 21. And Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my wife,
for my days are completed, that | may come to
her."
Rashi

For my days are completed: [The days] of which

DOWRA2
RS U
TN TSTIN) ) KT °2 M D 37 137 2N 3 )

s
DR D TR - n bR
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my mother told me. Moreover, my days are
completed, for | am already eighty-four years old.
When will | raise up twelve tribes? This is what he
[meant when he] said, “that | may come to her.”
Now, isn’t it true that even the most degenerate
person would not say this? But he (Jacob) meant
[that he intended] to beget generations. — [from
Gen. Rabbah 70:18]

2" TRYR MR TIW 7" 12 03X W 07 R TN
?1ovaw

270 MIN PR 225222 HP KO, TOR ARIART WARIY 1N
.79 MR MTAN TPNI7 XX

Zohar volume 2 p. 60a

The verse states “And they traveled three days
and did not find water” and water means
Torah, like it states in the verse “Ho! All who
thirst go to water”. Rabbi Yeisa said “but have
they been given the Torah yet? At this time
(when the Jews travelled and did not find
water) the Torah was not given to them?”
Rabbi Elazar answered “The Jews traveled to
the dessert to search for G-d, but G-d removed
His presence from the dessert, so they did not
find him. And, we have learned that G-d is
called “Torah”. Hence, when the verse states
they did not find water; water truly means
Torah and Torah truly means G-d.

R ,0 ,A%wa nwap "2 phnram

,0°7 IRZA KDY 72772 2910° DWHOW 1997
95 17 (73 OYW) MRIY 77N ROR 2 PR
.0°1% 129 RnY

XJ77 RNPR D 27 INA 091 KD 927 MR
327 MR RPN N7 N2TPNAR RD WO TV XM
RWTIP RPINORY X277 D1 NIR TYOXR
12TR TIORY 70N 79997 R R1T D01 R T2
K?Y 2 (K17 712 RwTpR)  KHONORD
70 RIT T2 RWTIPT RIDNY LITIMOWR
XX 7730 PRY 70 KDR 2 PRY PR

RN T2 RWTIR

Zohar
Volume 3, p. 73a
There are three levels which are

interconnected: G-d, Torah, and Israel.

T
R ,39 07,012 SR NWAD 3 phn

T2 RWTIP T2 RT WP NIR AT 3 3007
HRIWM KNI RIT

Devarim

29: 28. The hidden things belong to our God, but
the revealed things apply to us and to our children
forever tha we must fulfill all the words of Torah.

237

v

073V 7Y 192297 2% AY237) WTON TN Nn0aT D
NTT 73R 0727 22 NR nivy?

Talmud Eruvin
13b
Rav Abba said in the name of Shmuel “for

three years the school of Shamai and the

2179 noon
a,»

7" W"2 P50 2w WHW DRI MR RAR "R
779977 02NN 127971 1N 17990 DR 1900
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school of Hillel argued who was correct, each Rhighlak]
said that they correct, until a heavenly voice | 37727 2%758 727 158 Y9N 772K 7P N2 XY
said ‘both are the word of the Living G-d, and "0 o5
the school of Hillel is correct’.”

Ecclesiastes 32 .Y Dwn

31: 23. Her husband is known in the gates,
when he sits with the elders of the land.
Zohar

Volume 1, p. 103a

The lower ones say he’s (G-d) above. The lofty
one’s say he’s below...How then can you state
“He is known in the gates”? Rather G-d is
knows and connected to each individual
according to what he can appreciate in his
heart, as much as he can connect his spirit. He

is therefore understood at those (many) gates.

TR IRT OV IRV AV o0wwa Vi

ahis
N, R P

XNN7 YPRT SNR OROY ROVD IRT MR ORNN
YT DONAR DRI P2 RDMPY D007 IR I R

7°Y2 2WWwa YT ORT ROR 209va oovwa

77 21DY PATIRY YTIR FPRT X3 T2 RWTIPT
...RMIN2 RPATRD 99277 70 70 92 77292 WwwnT
DY NPR 2WW2A VI T 1A

Talmud Meggilah 15b

R. Yitzchak said: Whoever says ‘Rachav, RahaV’, at
once emits the seed of life. Said R. Nachman to
him: | say Rachav, Rachav, and nothing happens to
me! He replied: | was speaking of one who knows
her and is intimate with her.

baivaYr)

amw

7M1 27 PR 2IP71 TR a0 2 MR 90 PR 020 R
RPARP "D M9 MR Y DD XYY 200 277 RIPAR RIX
" 7000 YT

Rosh Hashana Prayer
Before you, all the secrets are revealed.

TIwT WK1 nYon
"MmBIoyn b 1o pand"

Psalms

45: 2. My heart is astir with a good theme; | say,
"My works are for a king; my tongue is a pen of an
expert scribe."

2°%°7n
a,mm
SR 9970 by 2wy T7n7 SWYR IX R 2iv 127 °27 UM

Psalms
112:7. He will not fear bad news; his heart is
steadfast, trusting in the Lord.

2°%°7n
1,29
72 g2 2% i1 K7 KD Oy YN

Psalms

138: 8. May G-d agree with me; O Lord, may Your
kindness be eternal. Do not let go of the works of
Your hands.

2970
nop
A0 2R T yn 0797 9700 N o7y W T o

Talmud Sanhedrin
91b
One who withholds a halachah from a disciple,

17730
2 TIRY N0 KX

772 172798 70N o1 7397 v ba...
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even the embryo in its mother's womb curses
him, as it is written, He that withholds “bar”
curse him: ‘le'om’

le'om will can mean

‘embryo’..., and ‘yikkebuhu’ denotes cursing...,

(o, % Swm) MRV LLINIR PIIPN MR YN
NOR DY PRI DIRD A 92 v
KPR 92 PRI ...7277 ROR 72p 7PRY L.phaw

and ‘bar’ refers to Torah... e miie
Talmud Temurah hambich)
16a X,

.. "A poor man and a man of deep thoughts were
visited upon; the Lord enlightens the eyes of both
of them” when a pupil goes to his teacher and asks
his teacher to teach him Torah if he teaches his
pupil G-d enlightens the eyes of both of them (with
His holy countenance).

WADI 0’230 WIRY WA (30, 1D SHwn) MR AR 7272 KX
19 IR 127 DER T TRYNAY TYwA 7 272 %Y NY
7 0w 1Y PR 1797 OR 770 17

Bamidbar
6:25. May the Lord cause His countenance to shine
upon you and favor you.

72,1 Nun

Y PON 10 T e

Proverbs
16:15. In the light of the King's countenance is life,
and His delight is like a cloud of the late rain.

w L Yo

WipPn 2¥3 529X ;007 Top-229-7iN2

Talmud Yuma

71a

Rabbah said: When Rabbis in Pumbedita would
leave each other, they would say: “May He Who
grants life to all who live, grant you a long, happy,

X% noon
NNy

O 097 IR RNPTAMIDI PTTA 1327 WK 03 7127 NN
PIPINMY 2201 DR DN 9 1N 207

and right life”!
Jeremiah e
31:33 B NS

And no longer shall one teach his neighbor or
[shall] one [teach] his brother, saying, "Know the
Lord," for they shall all know Me from their
smallest to their greatest, says the Lord, for | will
forgive their iniquity and their sin | will no longer

' NR T WARY VIR NN WORY ATV AN YN TIV ITHD ND)
DI1Y? 1208 °2 7 ORI 27172 TY) DIWPRY NN YT 09D D
.7iY 737R X7 apRun?

remember.
Isaiah S —
31: 9. And his rock shall pass from fear, and his v ,RY

princes shall be dismayed at the miracle, the word
of the Lord, whose fire is in Zion and Whose stove
isin Jerusalem.

708 TYT YINT AN 2 W 00 232 1MW K9 W) XY
2292 D27 D3
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Shmot Raba
20:10 They said to a good worker, may you be

aa0 nRw
S RPOO2 2 WD

strengthened... LT M NI NOYDY 1IN
Deuteronomy .15 NI1an

27: 17. Cursed be he who moves back his
neighbor's landmark. And all the people shall say,
‘Amen!'

TR DY 22 KXY 9P 2123 20on N

Maimonides

Laws of Sanhedrin Ch. 26

He is also liable if he cursed [G-d] in any other
language. For the names with which the gentiles
refer to the Holy One, blessed be He, are
comparable to all of these descriptive terms for
G-d. The term arur ("cursed") can imply an oath, a
curse, and a ban of ostracism.

a'"amn

1""'op P70 o

DT 172 PRIMPY MAwhw ,270 W 902 Y9p ox L...A"a
1 ,7VAW 13--798) .03 932 177 00 R 1N wITRaR

7293 ,755p

Tractate Kidushin

6a

If he declares, ‘Be my Charufah,’ she is
betrothed, for it is said: ‘that is a
bondmaid, necherefeth [betrothed] to a
man.” Moreover, in Judea an arusah is

called Charufah. Is [the practice in] Judea
necessary to support Scripture?!

RN NoR
R,

AR NWTIPA NOMN (Dx A) AR
JDORD DDA IDW RO (5, v )

77 .91 A01RG PP AT TN
28975 T

Talmud Bava Kama

92b

Raba [again] said to Rabbah b. Mari: From where can be
derived the popular saying: ‘If you draw the attention of
your fellow to warn him [and he does not respond], you
may push a big wall and throw it at him’?

Xp Na3 noon
3,3x

NP SWIR MRT RNDM R RIA M 72 7279 K21 770 MR
2772 0T 739 AT M0 W KDY 70N

Proverbs
24: 25. But for those who reprove it will be pleasant, and
a good blessing shall come upon them.

SHwn
73,70
.20 n992 Ri2p D70V DY DI
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3. Questions and Exercises

1. Why was the Alter Rebbe hesitant to write the Tanya? Why did he feel it might not serve
its purpose?

2. Why did he overcome these reservations and decided to go ahead with the Tanya?
3. What are the three shortcomings of a written message vs. individual counseling?
4. When do we recite the blessing “chacham harazim,” the knower of secrets. Why?
5. s every part of Torah applicable to every Jew?

6. Are Halachik rulings based on one’s emotions? Why did some scholars rule in opposite
ways?

7. How is the Tanya different from other Books/Seforim?

8. Do you feel that Judaism perceives you as an individual, or as a part of a “big picture”?

4. Reflections

1. What do the Tanya and Moireh Nevuchim have in common? (871 Yy mnwi)
2. Where does the term 0'9paw Yp originate? (RJ ,03 R¥N »"V7)

3. What is the "ann wny" for one who withholds Torah knowledge?(a ,R¥ 1"17110)
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6. Text of Tanya (Lessons In Tanya)

DINWN 1R DIT22 178 1MOW MWIR MYHIY NMYYWN NNIR R VPPN NRTPN

Compiler’s forward, being a letter sent to all Anash — members of our fellowship, i.e., the chassidim), may

[G-d] our Stronghold bless and guard them. 1

RIPR DWIR DIHYR

To you [worthy] men, do | call.

107 TV YITNY ,DPYR DIHR YNV N MWPIN PIX AT IR IWNY

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, who seek G-d, and may the Almighty listen to you, both

great in spiritual stature and small,

N5W MINNDI NPT VIR 9

all Anash in our land and in nearby countries:

TYY NV NXI DYIVN TY DT DIYVY RI IMPN HY VIR

may each in his own place achieve peace and eternal life.

X797 12 ,10R

Amen. May this be His Will.

INRY VIR 993 WIRT MID2 RYITN D NIRT NYTIN NN

It is well known that all Anash are wont to say

0’7901 NIRMP NPRIY 701 2T NYNY AT PR I
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that hearing words of moral guidance from a teacher addressing his student individually and directly is
not the same as seeing and readingsuch guidance in books, which are impersonal and addressed to the

reading audience at large.

The spoken word will have far greater effect than the written word, for two reasons. The first:

MPTI 17T 299 RNP RNPIY

For the reader, who gains such instruction in books, will read it after his own manner and mind,

DY RN TWRA DIV NOAM MW a9

and will absorb the written message according to his mental grasp and comprehension at that particular

time.

N NTI2Y2 12901 N2°WNAY,D°Y251a0 YT VIV DR

Hence, if his intellect and mind are confused and wander about in darkness in ideas pertaining to the

service of G-d

D902 NN 210 7 MRN NR MIRIY 9137 'WIpa

he will find it difficult to see the beneficial light hidden in books,

WA1Y ROITM DIYY NRA PINN I R

although this light be pleasant to the eyes and therapeutic for the soul.

PTn 9

Aside from this aforementioned possibility that the reader’s intellectual shortcomings may prevent him

from perceiving the light concealed in the holy books, there is yet another difficulty:

VWA) K3 IV DR IRTIA PYVNIR HIVW 29 HY DN IRT’D 119D 1IN

Those books on piety founded on human intelligence surely do not affect all people equally,

12 TheYeshiva.net
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NIY MYTN DYIWN I PR D

for not all intellects and minds are alike,

19720 99V TNPNNT HYANNRY 1NN TNIPOM HYANN AT OTR YIV PRI

and the intellect of one man is not affected and aroused by that which affects and arouses the intellect of

another.

HRIVIN RIM DVY HYY DTN DIN NII2 %23 K17 1INRY NN

As our Sages have said, in reference to the blessing of “He who is wise in secrets” ordained by the Sages to
be recited on [witnessing a gathering of] 600,000 Jews,2 whereby we praise G-d’s omniscience in knowing

the secrets of them all:

191 19 T MMT DIYMYT PRY

“For their minds (i.e., thoughts, opinions and feelings) are all different from one another.”3

12 MY YR WIR 12 INRIY ,YVIN? 23 179070 WIT91 OY MNNHYNA 97T 1”290 2N NN

So too doesRamban (of blessed memory) [explain the reason for the blessing] in
his Milchamot,4 elaborating on the comment ofSifrei on the verse5 describing Joshua as “a man in whom

there is spirit”;

INRY TNR D3 YW IMT T YR 1w

Sifrei explains “that he was able to meet the spirit of every man.”6

WIP 17712 DMITID? TR IR 19D 1998 ROR

But even those works of mussar whose foundation is in the peaks of holiness, meaning that they are

founded

DWY Y IN5NY D2 727 N M IVR YN VI

on the Midrashim of our Sages “in whom the spirit of G-d speaks, and His word is on their tongues,”7 —
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even in the case of such works the aforementioned problem obtains.

TN RYID RIN P2 RYTIPY RNPINY

For although “Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are one,”8

D079 70791 DNVIDY ,HRIYWY MYHI MINWI K117 DWW 5N

and all 600,000 general souls of Israel, and the individual souls that are their offshoots,9

HRIY? 732 11°0YIY TIVN N DHPAY Hp PINI TY

down to even the [soul-]spark residing within the most worthless and least estimable members of our

people, the Children of Israel,
RN P2 \’JWPHL) MR NIVPNN RN RNDIIINY RNPININD IRIVPNIN n91
are all bound up with the Torah and the Torah is what binds them to G-d,

WITPN 012 YT

as is known from the holy Zohar,10 and since the Torah does contain what is pertinent to every Jew, those

works founded on the Torah ought to appeal to every Jewish reader, —

SRV MHYIY MY 71T AT N

yet this is [said] in a general way for the Jewish people as a whole.

NIVIA VI VI HHI1 WITHY NNINN NINNIY R

It is true that the Torah lends itself to interpretation by the rule of “general principles and specific

applications,” and these applications may be further broken down to even more specific details,

N2 NYIWIND HRIVINI NPVI9 WAl HIH

to apply to each individual soul in Israel rooted in the Torah.
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N7IN2Y Y0790 IMPN 291 NN DT DTR YI PR 1N

Yet, not every man is privileged to recognize his specific place in the Torah, so that he may know how to

derive specific guidance from it.

1103291 119 M0 M NOR MIYNA GR MM

Even in the [Torah-]Jlaws governing things forbidden and permissible which have been11 “revealed to us
and to our children [equally]“ (for despite the differences between generations, the law applies equally to

all, complete objectivity prevailing), —

wAN NXPN YR NRPN 1N DIRIINRY DRIN NPIYNN IR 1IRYN

even in these lawswe witness arguments from one extreme to the other
between tannaim and amoraim, with one tanna, for instance, declaring perfectly permissible that which

another tanna rules absolutely forbidden.

0N DPHYR 12T 19K IR

Yet12 “these as well as those are the words of the living G-d.”

017 VY

In this phrase the words “living G-d” appear in the plural form13

SRIY MINWIY 0NN NP TV HY

because [the diversity of opinions in the Halachah stems from plurality in] the source of life of the souls of

Israel — within the “living G-d” (i.e., within G-d as He is the source of life).

131 112N TON DAY YNNI ORNDVI PN (P WYY 99 71T mphnin

The souls, and hence also their source, so to speak, are divided into three general categories: right, left

and center, representing kindness(Chesed), severity (Gevurah)... [and beauty (Tiferet)-.

Y13 13 HpnY ToN YA MVAY 19 DY INININ TON NTAN JYIVY MNVN

Those souls which are rooted in the attribute of kindness tend to be lenient in their halachic decisions,
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being inclined toward kindness, which dictates that the object be declared permissible and thus capable of
being sanctified if used for a sacred purpose, and so on, with the attribute of severity dictating stringency

in halachic decisions, and the attribute of beauty mediating, as is known.

1POR NV NIINDIN MM Y 1PV YN

surely, how much more so, will subjective differences play a role in “matters hidden to G-d Almighty,”

1IN 19T PIRT

namely, to one’s awe and love of G-d, which are subjective by their very nature, for they express

themselves

9T RIPYY DAY TM TN YT K1Y RMNAT

in the mind and heart of each person according to his own measure (his 719 ),

17251 9ywnT NN Dad

according to his heart’s estimation (777v¥7), and according to the “gate” (7w®) that he makes in his
heart, to permit his intellectual understanding (of G-dliness) to pervade his heart and generate within him

a love and awe of G-d,

1 1YY DYV YT :PIDA HY WITPN INTI 1INIW 10D

as the Zohar14 comments on the verse, “Her husband is known by the gates...”15

%Y NMI2INDI 1NTNIY MY IVIRA TNRI TNR 93 DN ,RPINRD 730 YT IR

| speak, however, of those who know me well, each and every one of Anash of our country and those

countries nearby,

127192 18N NN HY NDTH N TR

with whom affectionate words were often exchanged in private audience,
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and who revealed to me all the hidden recesses of their heart and mind in matters related to the service of

G-d which is dependent on the heart.

DMINR YOIPY DV TRIPIN YR DIDIVIIPA ,INID VY W, NYN NN DAHR

To them shall my words seep through, and17 my tongue shall take the form of a scribe’s pen, in these

pamphlets entitled Likutei Amarim (“A Compilation of Teachings”),

YRR DINDNANDLJTY DNNVWI 1199Y "WITP DMI9ID 2911 D790 79N DIVPIYN

being compiled from books and teachers, heavenly saints, who are well known to us.

The “books and teachers” alluded to have been explained above, in the comments on the title page.
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Some of these teachings, the wise (for whom “a hint is sufficient”) will find alluded to in the sacred letters

of our teachers in the Holy Land.
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Some of them | heard from their saintly mouth when they were here with us before they moved to Eretz

Yisrael.
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All of them are answers to many questions posed continually byAnash of our country seeking advice,

197 795 TNR Y3

each according to his stature in the service of G-d,
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so as to receive guidance for themselves in the service of G-d,
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because time no longer permits [me] to reply to everyone individually on his particular query,

17IXN ANJYWHN DN

and also because forgetfulness is common.
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I have therefore recorded all the replies to all the questions,

PP P2 791D TNRY TAR Y35 NaY MRS nanwnd

to be preserved as a sign, and to serve as a reminder in everyone’s mind.18
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No longer will one need to press for a private audience,

/N NTIAYA PYY NVPN 3T HIY N0 NRYY VMY PIIN KRN 102 0D

for in these Likutei Amarim one will find tranquillity for his soul, and true counsel on everything that he
finds difficult in the service of G-d.

TP 97 ‘N2 MYVIA 12 Y PON

Thus his heart will be firmly secure in G-d who completes and perfects everything for us.

19R DDMONP PN NXY 12T PANY NIXP NPTV M

He whose mind is too limited to understand how to derive advice from these pamphlets,

NN DM YAV DTN MY INMY VIY?

let him discuss his problem with the foremost scholars of his town and they will enlighten him.
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Of [these scholars] | request that they not lay their hand upon their mouth, i.e., not to keep silent when

asked for advice, for fear of appearing to be proud in their knowledge,

DYV 0N ,IPW YV MYaWY Y1 3nannd

to conduct themselves with false modesty and humility — for misplaced modesty is falsehood.

92 YN YY N0 WY YT

It is well known how bitter is the punishment of him who19“withholds food,”i.e., who withholds Torah

knowledge from him who seeks it,

N DNNY VY PR :PID Y H17 IRNDN IOV HTIN

and also how great is the reward granted to one who provides such knowledge. This is well known from

the comment of our Sages20 on the verse,21 “G-d enlightens the eyes of them both.”

MM 791 79 NR 09K 119 N PR )

Thus G-d will cause His face to shine upon them, with the light of the countenance of the King [which

provides] life.

YR IPYT DI 23 M INPT NR WIR TV 1TAY RY TWR DY 11711 1131 0N Nm

May He who provides life to the living grant us the privilege of living to see the days when22 “no longer
will one man teach another... [to know Me], for they will all know Me, [... from the smallest to the

greatest-,“

M NR AYT IR RSN D

23“for the knowledge of G-d will fill the earth as the waters fill the sea.”

18777 12 DR

Amen. May this be His Will.
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As the aforementioned pamphlets have been distributed among all the Anash mentioned above, by means

of numerous transcriptions at the hands of sundry and diverse copyists,

TIRD TIRN2 DMND MNPV 127 I 127 MINY MPNYNI N2 P HY 1IN

the multitude of transcriptions has given rise to an exceedingly great number of textual errors.

As mentioned above, the words “sundry and diverse (copyists)” may well allude to two kinds of errors
— the intentional as well as the innocent.

DTIRDY DANA MIVY 4T 72PN "N DXAIPIN DINIAR DWIR YV DM NATI DR

Therefore the spirit of the noble men mentioned on the previous page24 has generously moved them to

make a personal and financial effort

2070 DINNINT DD MPVI 1D HIN DIPUN ,DITN 1Y H™N DOMVNP NR R1ANY

to have these pamphlets published, cleared of all dross and copyists’ errors (— another possible allusion to
the two types of errors mentioned above, with “dross” representing the forgeries), and thoroughly
checked.

RYM W RV RHYAY RINNRY

| congratulate them on this worthy deed.

NPT HI2) ION MNIR :2INON 2T RHN RIPN 2 NN

Inasmuch as the verse states explicitly,25 “Cursed be he who encroaches on his fellow’s border,”

121 DIYWY DN 1721 12 NHDP 12 MINY

and where the expression “cursed” is used, it implies both damnation and excommunication,26 G-d

preserve us, it is actually superfluous to add any further prohibition on violating the copyright of the
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publishers.

RITIRD RIPY T RTID 12 9Y

| come therefore only to reinforce the words of Scripture as [the Talmudcites] a mere practice in Judah in

order to reinforce an explicit Scriptural statement,27

PNYT RO HY R 10XY 1T HY RY 510 DIDMONP ATV RHY ,0DaTNRN Y3 HY RIT RTI TUNY

invoking a strict prohibition on all publishers against printing these pamphlets, either themselves or

through their agents,

970 PPN MY M2

without the permission of the above-named,

DIATH MY DN DAY WHN VN

for a period of five years from the day that this printing is completed.28

210 N372 DYYY XA OYIVY DIYMVN

May it be pleasant for those who comply, and may they be blessed with good.

910 DMINR MVIPY VPYNN 2T NI

These are the words of the compiler of the aforementioned Likutei Amarim.

FOOTNOTES

1. The abbreviation may also represent: “May our Stronghold and Redeemer preserve them,” or some similar expression.
Compare the phrase (in the morning prayer): “Stronghold of Israel, arise to the aid of Israel...” It is possible that the Alter
Rebbe wrote the words in abbreviation to allow for a variety of interpretations of the blessing. (— Comment of the
Rebbe)

The reading in the text is X12"™ D'WW — “sixty ten-thousands,” corresponding to the number of adult male Israelites in
the Exodus from Egypt (Shmot 12:37; Bamidbar 11:21).

Berachot 58a.
Commenting on Alfasi’s omission of this passage in the Gemara.
Bamidbar 27:18.

(@ o & W

Rashi, too (ibid.), cites the interpretation that “he could meet the spirit of every man,” yet the Alter Rebbe quotes it
from Ramban. This may be because Ramban suggests the possibility that a great sage may be the equivalent of, and
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incorporate within himself, the minds of 600,000. (Ramban accordingly explains why, as the Gemara relates, Rabbi
Chananya the son of Rabbi Icka recited the blessing of “he who is wise in secrets” when he met Rav Papa and Rav Huna
the son of Rabbi Yehoshua.) However, recognizing such a sage requires a discerning mind on the part of the observer,
and for this reason Ramban rules in practice that one should recite the blessing only when he actually sees 600,000
people. We see fromRamban, at any rate, that the alternative possibility theoretically exists. The chassidim, who “know”
and “recognize” the Alter Rebbe (as he says of them later), know him to be such a sage “who can meet the spirit of every
man”; for inasmuch as his was a “comprehensive soul” (n'7'75 nnwa), he contained within himself the spirit of every one

of them.

7. Paraphrase of Il Shmuel 23:2.

8. Cf.Zohar|, 24a; 11 60a.

9. See Tanya, ch. 37.

10. 1, p. 73b.

11. Based on the verse (Devarim 29:28): “The hidden things are for G-d Almighty, and the revealed things are for us and our
children....”

12. Eruvin 13b.

13. n"n 0'77X, rather than 'n n77x.
14. P. 1033, b.

15. Mishlei 31:23.

16. Torat Shalom p. 56.

17. Tehillim 45:2.

18. As in the expression concerning the tefillin (Shmot 13:9): “They shall be for you as a reminder between your eyes.”
19. See Sanhedrin 91b on Mishlei 11:26.
20. See Temurah 16a on Mishlei 29:13.
21. Mishlei 29:13.

22. Yirmeyahu 31:33.

23. Yeshayahu 11:9.

24. Referring to the partners R. Shalom Shachna and R. Mordechai; see approbation of Rabbi Zusya of Anipoli and footnote
11 there.

25. Devarim 27:17.

26. Shevuot 36a (in inverted order); and Rambam, Yad, Hilchot Sanhedrin 26:3.
27. Kiddushin 6a.

28. As above, in the approbations: Tuesday,Parshat Ki Tavo, 5556.

The Tanya of Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, elucidated by Rabbi Yosef Wineberg.

Translated from Yiddish by Rabbi Levy Wineberg and Rabbi Sholom B. Wineberg. Edited by Uri
Kaploun.
Published and copyright by Kehot Publication Society, all rights reserved.
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